The encounters will be based on draft chapters of a Cosmos book on methodological practices in social movement research. The volume aims at introducing main methods of data collection and data analysis as they have been used in research on social movements. The specificity of the course is in its the emphasis on the how-to-do-it (rather than, e.g., on review of existing research using specific methods). Each author is in fact invited to write on a method s/he is very familiar with, having used its extensively in his/her own work. Each chapter presents specific discussions on each steps of research using a certain method: from research design to data collection and the use of the information. In this, dilemmas and choices are presented, and illustrated (mainly with materials from the author's own research).
Each session will be introduced by each chapter's contributor and discussed by one or more researchers. All researchers who attend the workshop will be asked to read and comment the chapters (that will be distributed by the end of March) focusing on the potential use of each specific method for his/her research. They will be asked to write short positional papers, to be discussed during the sessions. materials from the author's own research). With slight adaptation to the different characteristics of the method, the outline used for each chapter includes:
1.
Introduction: definition of the method and short review of its use in social movement studies; 2.
Research design: theoretical implications, conceptualization and case selection; 3.
Implementing the research (method): main dilemmas in data collections; 4.
How to use the data: analysing and presenting the data; 5.
Conclusion.
While recognizing that the distinction between research designs, methods of data collection and methods of data analysis is not always neat, the volume will start with chapters that speak more to the general design, followed by those mainly focusing on data collection and then those which include more reflections on data analysis.
In order to improve the didactical quality of the volume, we plan to use the complete volume draft in two teaching enterprises. Authors are all members of the Centre on Social Movement
Studies-COSMOS at the European University Institute in Florence which is directed by Donatella della Porta and gathers about 30 PhD students and 12 post-doctoral Fellows in residence, plus about as many former PhD students and post-doctoral fellows. First, the draft chapters will be presented at this community during a seminar organized in April 2013.
Second, in September, improved drafts will be then used for teaching an ECPR-Cosmos Summer School at the EUI.
Contents
A contents list with a short paragraph describing each chapter.
Chapter 1. Methodological pluralism in social movement studies (Donatella della Porta, Cosmos and EUI)
This chapter introduces to main methodological trends in social movement studies. It suggests that some of its main characteristics as a field of knowledge favoured the development of methodological pluralism, with a dialogue between different epistemological approaches and frequent triangulations of methods. The chapter then introduces the structure of the book, defining the main methodological steps in the research design that will be addressed in the presentation of each methods. This chapter discusses the use of comparative historical analysis (CHA) in the study of social movements and revolutions. The chapter begins with a brief introduction to the method by discussing its origins, its logic, as well as its compatibility with the objectives of social movement and revolution research. The second part of the chapter provides the reader with a practical guide to "doing comparative historical analysis" by highlighting five main steps in the research process: 1) the formulation of a puzzle, 2) identification of useful data, 3) the "mining" of that data, 4) data analysis, and 5) the writing process. The section also emphasizes the use of modern technology in the research process. Rather than providing a blue print for comparative historical work, the chapter is meant to inspire others to think creatively about CHA and devise their own research strategies.
Chapter 3. A growing number of scholars use participant observation when studying movements.
Through active participation, researchers attempt to gain insights into mobilization processes as they take place, and understand activism from within. This chapter aims at presenting this method and offering a practical guide to doing participant observation in social movements.
An introductory section asks how participant observation has been used in social movement studies, defines the method and situates it historically. We then guide the reader through the different stages of a typical research using participant observation -"preparation of observation", "when on the field", and "analysing observations" -and discuss the main methodological issues that arise, using examples from our own work and from ethnographic studies analysing movements. This leads us to treat issues like multi-sited ethnography, how to get in contact with the field, what roles to play, reflexivity and the interaction with activists, what to observe, how to learn from participating, note taking, or generalization.
Overall, the chapter focuses on discussing the numerous methodological choices and problems researchers typically encounter when doing participant research in social movements.
Chapter 6. Field work, by Stefan Malthaner (Cosmos, EUI)
Field work is of fundamental importance for much research on social movements. These chapter will address main choices and dilemma by focusing on most difficult settings for field works. While many settings can be "hostile" environments for social science research, violent conflicts and authoritarian regimes pose particular challenges for field research. As a result of political polarization and the breakdown of trustful social relationships, high levels of surveillance and control by government agents or non-state armed groups, or because of insecurity and unpredictability in violence-ridden contexts, researchers may face problems in negotiating access, difficult field relations, and threats to the security of their respondents and themselves. In addition to ethical issues, these obstacles raise questions of bias, sampling, and the validity of results obtained. Instead of considering field-research in the context of violent conflict and authoritarian regimes merely in terms of its shortcomings, this chapter seeks to emphasize that access-negotiations constitute an analytical resource, that different settings offer opportunities as well as obstacles and restrictions, and lists some practical recommendations for applying methods and dealings with moral dilemmas and matters of security.
Chapter 7. Methods of Historical Approaches in Social Movements Research, by Lorenzo Bosi and Herbert Reiter (Cosmos-EUI)
Historical data have been very often used in social movement research. However, methodological reflections are rare. In this chapter we address the following interrelated research questions concerning historical approaches in social movement research: What kind of specific difficulties are social movement scholars bound to encounter when using historical materials? How do social movement scholars use and interpret such materials? What can social movement scholars learn from specifically historiographical approaches? Answers to these questions can be useful to both students and scholars interested in using data on past protest. We will survey different kinds of data collection and investigation, taking up current debates on archival sources, printed source (including newspapers), oral history, etc.. In the discussion of these issues we will draw on our empirical work on contentious politics in Germany, Italy and Northern Ireland, in particular the history of the First of May since 1890, the civil rights movement, and political violence between the 1960s and 1980s.
Chapter 8. In-depth interviews, by Donatella della Porta (Cosmos, EUI)
We can define the in-depth interview as a technique or procedure used to collect data. By allowing us to gather the reflections of the interviewee, interviews constitute a fundamental tool for generating empirical knowledge through asking people to talk about certain themes.
Interviews have and continue to constitute a fundamental research method in the social sciences. Interviews are indeed a particular type of conversation: structured and guided by the researcher with a view to stimulating certain information. Among both qualitative and quantitative methods, interviews are the most widely used technique for gathering information of different types. In social movement studies, the relative scarcity of systematic collections of documents or reliable databases gives in-depth interviews even more importance. Normally, in-depth interviews are to be preferred, especially where the researcher is aiming to make a detailed description attention is paid to the process and interest taken in the interpretations interviewees give of the process itself. Non only in-depth interviews provide information on (and from) the rank-and-file activists, on which little other source is available, but they are of fundamental importance for the study of motives, belief and attitudes as well as identities and emotions of movement activists. The chapter addresses methodological issues in the different steps of a research design based on in-depth interviews, with attention to the specific challenges of research in social movements. About 15 years passed since some scholars argued that a "strange lacuna" in social movements studies was over: activists' characteristics and motivations began to be empirically investigated instead of being assumed from social movements goals and identities thanks to the use of survey during protest events. Originally thought as a methodological device to capture the degree of overlap between the ideological themes of the movement and the individual beliefs of demonstrators, the survey was since then been used for a larger number of research questions concerning individuals getting involved in collective actions, becoming an established methodology. This chapter aims at summarizing the most relevant contributions that such studies have given to social movement literature. If "theory bashing" was considered a problem to be overcome in this literature, the survey has been an important tool to empirically test different theories by both comparing and combining their relative strength. At the same time, the same methodology applied in social movement studies poses peculiar problems that are normally (or supposedly) absent in other domains (namely population's surveys). The chapter will summarize the different devices used by scholars to (try to) overcome such problems and underline those problems that remain to be solved.
Chapter 12. Protest events analysis and its off-springs, by Swen Hutter (Cosmos and EUI)
Protest event analysis (PEA), as a form of quantitative content analysis, has become a key method of social movement research during the last decades. In contrast to most other methods presented in this volume, PEA is a key methodological innovation that emerged within the social movement field and has more recently been adapted and refined to study other research topics. This chapter starts by briefly summarizing four generations of PEA research: the history ranges from the initiators in the 1960s to the latest generation that has shifted from protest events to alternative coding units by either covering a broader set of units (e.g., political claims) or by disentangling single events. While this part highlights the wide range of questions that can be addressed by PEA and its offspring, the main part of the chapter is devoted to the 'how to do' questions: moving from data collection to data analysis.
Amongst others, it discusses the main questions faced by any scholar who wants to conduct a PEA when it comes to the coding unit, the sampling unit, and the coding process. Overall, the chapter underscores that PEA is (still) a very powerful and flexible tool for social research.
However, every scholar needs to make fundamental decisions that are based on both research interests and more pragmatic considerations.
Chapter 13. Social Network Analysis, by Manuela Caiani (Cosmos and Universidad Carlo III, Madrid)
Social network analysis has been considered as particularly interesting for the study of social movements, which are networks whose formal characteristics have been referred to in the development of theories of collective behavior. Indeed, network analysis enables the researcher to emphasize the meso level of social analysis, filling the gap between structure and agency, and connecting the micro and macro dimensions of social movements. This chapter aims at illustrating this method and offering empirical examples on how to apply social network analysis in social movement research. In the introduction it will give an overview of the theoretical background of SNA, discussing the main characteristics, as well as the advantages and challenges of this approach. In the second section, the issues of the research design and conceptualization when adopting SNA will be discussed alongside the differences between social network data and the 'conventional' sociological data. In the third section the main dilemmas in the sampling and data collection will be addressed. Finally, section 4 and 5 will draw on a research on the multi-organizational field of the extreme right to network, to show empirically how to study it at a macro level, discussing the structural properties of the whole network; at a micro level, demonstrating the characteristics and relational resources of single groups or organizations (nodes); and at a meso level focusing on subgroups of nodes and their coalitional dynamics within the network.
Chapter 14. Discourse and Frame Analysis: In-depth Analysis of Qualitative Data in Social
Movement Research, by Lasse Lindekilde (Cosmos and Aarhus University)
Formulated initially as a theoretical critique of the dominant resource mobilization perspective, scholars of social movements began in the early 1980s to pay attention to the cognitive mechanisms by which grievances are interpreted, and consensus around the goals of political activism is constructed and mobilized. New and more linguistic, cognitive and discourse sensitive methodological approaches to the study of social movements developed.
These approaches to the in-depth study of qualitative data in the area of social movement studies will be the focus of this chapter. More specifically, the chapter will present discourse and frame analyses, as two closely related techniques based on similar ontological and epistemological assumptions, but which can serve different purposes in the tool kit of social movement scholars. The chapter will provide a consecutive comparison of and introduction to the two approaches. Thus, the chapter will offer a road map to the development and implementation of research designs using the two techniques, including discussion of definitions and aims of the methods, conceptualization and theoretical implications, sampling and data collection, and extensive examples of data analysis and data presentation.
Chapter 15. On-line research, by Lorenzo Mosca (Cosmos and Università Roma Tre)
Despite the growing role of new media in mobilizing protest and even changing its logic, the reflection on online methods for studying activism, protest and social movements has been quite limited until now. Although a few recent books address, at least partially, the topic, the most recent handbooks on social movement studies do not take into account the issue of online methods per se. The chapter thus aims to fill this gap in the literature. While social movement studies have not devoted enough attention to online methods, there are plenty of publications in the social sciences that provide useful insights when reflecting on online methods for studying social movements. Some of them focus on specific techniques (i.e. In 1845, Karl Marx argued that "The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways; the point, however, is to change it." At the dawn of the 21 st century, his verdict is still valid for students of social movements, who face a constant tension between objectivity and subjectivity, detachment and full participation. With the progressive institutionalisation of social movement research, scholars have increasingly (and rightly so) concentrated on theory development, partially at the expense of a fruitful connection with their research subjects. As a result, "movement theorists often speak to themselves (…) the field often produces work that is distant from, and irrelevant to, the very struggle it purports to examine. The consequence is an artificial divide between the practice of social change and the study of such efforts" (Croteau et al. 2005: xii-xiii) . This chapter addresses the ethics of studying social movements. It reflects on the costs and benefits of the "artificial divide" Croteau and colleagues spoke about, and addresses the methodological and epistemological consequences of ethical choices in social movement research. It explores the tension between "research about" (social groups, processes, events) and "research with" (i.e., in collaboration with) the subjects under study. It investigates the differences in organizational cultures that might hinder collaboration, and suggests how to overcome them. It illustrates the potential risks research can expose social movement activists to, and how to avoid harming individuals and groups. Finally, it addresses the ethno-methodologist concern with "tak[ing] them [the findings] back to the field" (Adler et al. 1986: 371) .
Readership.
A realistic assessment of the intended readership.
We believe this book can have a broad market in all courses on social movement studies at advanced under-graduate, but also Master and PhD levels. As methods used in research on social movements have also been adopted and adapted in neighborhood fields, we also believe that the volume could be used in courses in political sociology, political participation, comparative politics, civil society, NGOs. Besides academic courses, the book should prove useful for researchers, practitioners, social movement activists that want to engage in empirical research.
Given the transnational quality of the team of authors, we aim to cover the Anglo-American market, but also to go beyond it, by addressing methodological contributions also in French, 
Competing titles
There are only two volumes on the market that focus on methodological issues in social movement studies. 
